nizamu'l-mulk's vizierate	145
Mulk, realizing the flimsiness of his uncle's resources and
the unreliability of Maratha help, had written to him repeatedly
that he would do better to return to the Deccan as he (Hamid
Khan) would find it difficult to withstand the formidable
strength of his adversaries. But Hamid Khan had made up
his mind to try his luck, in spite of the great risks involved.
At first Hamid Khan was disappointed as no aid was forth-
coming from the Marathas, and Sarbuland Khan was approach-
ing nearer and nearer. But after some time he received intelli-
gence of Kantaji's march towards the river Mahi. The latter
camped on the banks of the river where Hamid Khan joined
him in all haste, leaving the city of Ahmedabad in the hands
of a garrison too weak to conduct any defence.
At the news of the approach of Sarbuland Khan, Salabat
Muhammad Khan and Jawanmard Khan Babi forsook
Hamid Khan's cause and joined the former. This defection
further demoralized the partisans of Hamid Khan in the
capital city of Gujerat. Sarbuland Khan, on his part, ap-
pointed his son Khanazad Khan at the head of 10,000
horse and as many infantry to advance in the direction of
Dholka. Jawanmard Khan, Sardar Muhammad Khan and
Sayyid Faiyyaz Khan were also despatched at the head of
4,000 horse in order to chastise the Marathas and force
Hamid Khan to quit the province of Gujerat. An expedition
under Allah Yar Khan gave battle to Imam Khan,
Bakhshi of Hamid Khan, who fared badly in this encounter.
The Bakhshi was killed and all his followers dispersed. Allah
Yar Khan, Bakhshi of Mubarizu'1-Mulk Sarbuland Khan,
entered the city of Ahmedabad and occupied it without any
opposition from the other side. The Marathas, considering
the cause of Hamid Khan a lost one, took interest in his
affairs in a half-hearted manner and opened negotiations with
Surbuland Khan for the grant of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi
which they eventually succeeded in getting from him. On
his part, Hamid Khan, left hopeless and forlorn, crossed the
Mahi river on the advice of Mir Natthu Khan and Salabat
Muhammad Khan of Malwa on his way to AurangabaxL
His troops, for arrears of pay, were deserting him and even
his Diwan Murlidhar went over to Sarbuland Khan's side.
All the big bankers, merchants and learned men of the city
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